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At Winchester, “Ekker” (short for extra-curricular) is an 
essential part of daily life, offering pupils the opportunity 
to explore interests, develop new skills, and build 
friendships beyond the classroom.

A wide range of activities is available throughout the week. 

On Monday, Wednesday and Friday, extra-curricular 
sessions run from 14:05 - 15:30 during the Autumn (Short 
Half) and Winter Term (Common Time), and from 16:00 - 
18:00 during the Summer Term (Cloister Time).

On Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday, pupils have ‘half-
rems’ (afternoons without lessons), providing valuable 
time to engage more fully in extra-curricular pursuits.

Whether pursuing music, sport, the arts, academic 
enrichment or new hobbies, Ekker encourages every pupil 
to take part, discover their passions, and make the most of 
their time beyond the timetable.

INTRODUCTION
I.

Ekker: Extra-curricular activities

Half-rem: Afternoons without lessons

Short Half:	 Autumn Term

Common Time:	 Winter Term

Cloister Time:	 Summer Term

JP: 	 Year 9

MP: 	 Year 10

V Book (VBk):	 Year 11

VI Book 2 (VI:2):	 Year 12

VI Book 1 (VI:1):	 Year 13

VI Book:	 Years 12 & 13

NOTIONS 
GLOSSARY
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SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
• By audition. Grade 8+ standard. 

• �This is the largest instrumental ensemble 
consisting of around 70 pupils. It usually 
gives two concerts each year.  

CHAMBER ORCHESTRA 
• �By invitation. Players are drawn from 

Symphony Orchestra. 

• �For those who share a desire to achieve 
at the highest level, Chamber Orchestra 
performs a wide repertoire from the 
Baroque era to the 21st Century. 

JAZZ ORCHESTRA 
• By invitation. Grade 7/8+ standard. 

• �The school’s top jazz ensemble performing 
a wide range of repertoire, from Gershwin 
to Gordon Goodwin. This full Big Band 
performs in prestigious school events and 
further afield.  

SINFONIA 
• �All orchestral instruments welcome. 

Grade 6+ standard. 

• �Sinfonia performs in major school 
concerts.  

CONCERT BAND 
• �All woodwind, brass and percussion 

instrumentalists welcome. 

• �This group plays a huge variety of material 
from Gustav Holst to Ludwig Göransson. 
Recent highlights have included a 
collaborative workshop and concert with 
HM Royal Marines Band Portsmouth. 

ROCK BANDS 
• By audition. MP – VI:1. 

CHORAL SOCIETY 
• Open to all.

• �Large numbers are the key here. Although 
the repertoire is impressive (Poulenc 
Gloria, Handel Messiah, Mendelssohn 
Elijah and in 2026 Bach B minor Mass), 
professional soloists and orchestras are 
engaged and the venue (Winchester 
Cathedral) is imposing, this is a choir for 
everyone. 

CHAPEL CHOIR 
• By audition. Vth & VIBk. 

• �Chapel Choir leads weekly services of 
Evensong and Eucharist in the College 
Chapel, as well as regular external 
engagements and concerts. The top line 
is sung by 16 Quiristers who attend The 
Pilgrims’ School. 

CHANTRY CHOIR 
• By audition. VIBk. 

• �The Chantry Choir is an SATB ensemble 
of VIBk singers and provides music for 
services and concerts. 

CANTORES EPISCOPI 
• By invitation only. Vth & VIBk. 

• �Cantores Episcopi is the school’s Close 
Harmony group, founded in 1973. The 
group rehearses for three school projects 
each year: the Mince Pie Christmas 
concerts, a firm fixture in the school’s 
calendar, a candlelight concert in Chapel, 
which explores sacred repertoire, and an 
open-air recital of close harmony classics 
as part of Wykeham Day.  

ST MICHAEL’S CHOIR 
• �Auditions held as part of the JP music 

induction. Open to all year groups. 

• �St Michael’s Choir (known within the 
school as Michlā Choir) sings regular 
services in St Michael’s Church on 
Sundays (morning services on X Sundays 
and evening services on Y Sundays). 
The choir is a standard SATB with a 
membership drawn largely from pupils 
in JP & MP, but open to singers in other 
years. It performs a wide repertoire of 
sacred music and joins Chapel Choir for 
the school’s Cathedral Carol Service. 

There are additional ensembles for particular 
instrument groups, chamber music and other choirs. 

II.  
MUSIC 

Contact: Mrs Sarah Baldock, Director of Music
Eligibility: Open to all year groups unless otherwise stated.
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AIKIDO
• �Introduction to Aikido. Grading,  

but no competition.

ATHLETICS
• �Major sport during the summer with 

Junior, Intermediate and Senior teams.

• ��Training 3 x week at the University of 
Winchester Stadium and matches every 
weekend. Opportunities for county, 
regional & national competition for the 
strongest performers. Winter athletic 
development sessions take place 1 x week.

BADMINTON
• �Three recreational sessions per week. 

Three performance badminton sessions 
per week (squad of 16 incl. 1st and 2nd 
VIII) with professional coach. Fixtures on 
Saturdays and Thursdays for Performance 
players. 

BASKETBALL
• �Regular training sessions. Teams fielded 

at all age groups. Friendly, house, 
tournament and county competitions. 
Run as inclusive ‘club’ with all welcome 
at training, but successful teams and 
individuals go on to play national league 
and university basketball.

CHESS
• �Club sessions, coaching, national 

competitions and house tournament.

CLAY PIGEON SHOOTING
• �Pupils who have shot before can come 

down to Garnier Road Weir Cottage every 
2-3 weeks for a round of 25 clays with 
all equipment provided. We also enter a 
couple of competitions and there is the 
interhouse Goaman Pot for House teams 
in the Summer Term (Cloister Time).

CRICKET
• �The summer sees opportunities for 

anyone who wishes to play to do so, with 
training sessions (3 per week) and matches 
for the school. 

• �With a range of teams, pupils can find 
a suitable level to challenge themselves 
whilst having fun too. 

• � �Winter training is provided for those in 
the higher teams seeking to really make 
progress with their skills in the Autumn 
Term (Short Half). The programme then 
expands in the Winter Term (Common 
Time) to allow more pupils to develop 
their game and prepare for the season.

• ��Coaching (beginner upwards). Friendly 
fixtures and national competitions.

CROSS COUNTRY / PARK RUN
• �Monday club run for all levels. More 

focused running sessions on half rems 
(afternoons without lessons) with inter-
school matches and opportunities to run 
in county/regional champs for higher  
level athletes.

DANCE
• �Once a week covering difference  

genres of dance. 

FENCING
• �Epee and Foil. Regular inter-school 

fixtures. 

• �Training 3 x week with opportunities 
for better fencers to attend additional 
club sessions. National Schools Fencing 
Championships.

FISHING
• ��In March and April, we offer fly fishing 

lessons to beginners then pupils take a 
proficiency test with the river keeper. In 
the Summer Term (Cloister Time) they  
are permitted to fish the College’s stretch 
of the River Itchen during ekker and 
before tea using the upstream dry fly 
method only.

FIVES
• �Teams at all age groups, school matches, 

national tournaments and house 
tournaments held in Autumn Term 
(Common Time) (with some in Winter 
Term - Short Half). Coaching for all ages 
and abilities with most pupils arriving 
new to the sport at Winchester. Fives 
is an inclusive sport with space for the 
recreational player to the ambitious.

FOOTBALL (SOCCER)
• �Coaching by FA Qualified Staff and 

external coaches, as well as teaching staff, 
for Junior and Senior Pupils most days 
in Short Half and Common Time, two 
sessions in Cloister Time. 

• ��Friendly fixtures and national 
competitions across all age groups. 
Opportunities for external training and 
playing away from school. Training camps 
and tours, USA in Aug 25. House football 
leagues for non ‘A’ team players as well as 
knock-out cups for all house players.

Eligibility: Open to all year 
groups unless otherwise stated.

III. 
SPORT

Contact: Mr Mark Burley, Director of Sport
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GOLF
• ��The Golf Programme includes access to 

the fantastic facilities at Hockley GC and 
tuition from PGA Qualified Professionals 
for golfers of all abilities, all year round. 

• ��We play regular friendly fixtures at all age 
groups, as well as competing in several 
nationwide competitions. 

• ��Sessions for beginners and recreational 
golfers are available each week with junior 
membership at Hockley GC available to 
those who would like to develop their 
game over time. 

• �At the elite level, golf is available every day 
during programmed Ekker sessions and 
via our state-of-the-art indoor simulator 
and putting green.

GYM
• ��First year pupils receive an induction and 

an introduction to safe lifting as part of 
their first term of PE. There are sessions 
every day with a mixture of age group 
specific, open and specialist sessions all 
year round under supervision. 

• �Five Olympic platforms with multiple 
barbells and discs, 2 x 2.5-40kg dumbbell 
racks, plate loaded and pin resistance 
machines, watt bikes, ski ergs and multiple 
Technogym CV equipment.

HOCKEY
• ��Common Time is the boys’ main term 

for hockey, with girls currently playing in 
mixed games. There are regular training 
opportunities for all students and teams 
for JP, MP and Seniors (top 3 years 
combined). This is an exciting stage for 
the Hockey Club as we move onto our 
new astro and can grow the number of 
training sessions and matches on site. This 

will see more training incorporated into 
Short Half, including an expanded hockey 
programme for girls in Short Half too.

JUDO
• ��The sport and martial art of Judo: Practice 

is held 3 times a week, where students 
can learn falling, throwing and grappling 
techniques. 

• �We hold several gradings throughout 
the year. Competitions are organised 
with Harrow, and we always enter 
the HMC Boys Independent Schools 
Championships.

KARATE
• ��Karate is a Japanese martial art meaning 

‘empty hand’, originating in Okinawa as 
a weapon less combat form. It involves 
striking, kicking, knee/elbow strikes, and 
open-hand techniques, often focusing 
on self-defence, mental discipline, and 
character development. 

• ��Training at the dojo includes the practice 
of basics (kihon), kata (forms) and kumite 
(sparring drills, free sparring, and real-
world self-protection). 

• ��Classes are held through all three terms 
and are available for all and are taught 
by a former England squad member and 
former international competitor. 

NETBALL - Sixth Form only
• �Two girls’ team play Inter-School fixtures. 

The main netball season is Common Time 
but some training matches are played in 
Autumn. Our intention is to enter Sisters 
in the Sport National Competition.

RACKETS
• ��An introduction into how to learn and 

master the fastest and most thrilling sport 
in the world. There are several coaching/
practice sessions a week for all years and a 
full programme of inter-school matches. 

• �Regular players have the possibility of 
competing at the Queen’s Club in London 
in both the singles and doubles Nationals.

ROWING
• �Based on the nearby River Itchen, the 

rowing programme offers the opportunity 
for pupils of all abilities to train all year 
round, learn technical rowing skills and 
fitness.

• �We have a couple of key races throughout 
the year including Schools Head in the 
winter and aim to achieve good results 
at the National Schools Regatta in the 
Summer Term. Our top end crew will 
aim to qualify for Henley Royal Regatta at 
the end of the school year. This requires 
a crew of committed, dedicated and 
passionate athletes.

RUGBY SEVENS
• ��1 x week rugby skills during Short Half for 

JP & MP. Two – three sessions per week 
in CT with local fixtures and tournaments 
entered.

SAILING
• ��School sailing mostly takes the form of a 

very exciting form of sailing - team racing 
- often described as chess on water. We 
sail in double-handed Firefly dinghies: 
if you are a fleet racer, then come and 
experience this very tactical form of 
sailing. We’re also very happy to take 
people who have the rudiments of sailing 
and teach you how to race. 

• �We participate in a whole host of team-
racing events both regional and national. 
We won a Schools’ national competition 
in 2017 and several regional events since 
then, including the BSDRA Westerns 
in 2025, along with second place in the 
BSDRA Southerns. Once a year, we go 
to Itchenor Schools’ Week, which is the 
biggest fleet-racing regatta at this level, 
and we participate in a few keelboat 
events. There is also the opportunity to 
come to events held by Old Wykehamists 
and sail their yachts. Training is on 
Tuesdays and some Saturdays during 
the Autumn and Summer Terms, with 
matches and events on Thursdays and 
Saturdays.

SPINNING
• �Indoor cycling class – open to all

SQUASH
• �Squash is played every term by all year 

groups. There are inter house & inter 
school fixtures along with visits to 
Roehampton and the Epsom invitation. 
Next year we will be joining the E.S 
National Schools competitions. 

• �Coached by England Squash Coaches, we 
encourage all abilities for both recreational 
and competitive squash. 

• �We implement the Ladders based system, 
where pupils can enrol and aspire 
upwards.  

• �We also accommodate National Schools 
Competitions, which are open to 
Winchester pupils. We have pupils with 
national rankings.
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STRENGTH & 
CONDITIONING
• �Specialist small group sessions –  

invited pupils

SWIMMING
• �Squad swimming sessions take place three 

times per week with the team having daily 
access to our pool for further training. We 
compete in matches against other schools, 
and participate in national competitions, 
such as the Bath Cup.

TABLE TENNIS
• �Recreational only, no fixtures.

TENNIS
• �The tennis programme caters to players of 

all abilities from those seeking recreational 
play to those competing at a higher level. 
Tennis throughout the winter is delivered 
through two weekly early morning 
training sessions on the indoor courts 
within the multi-use sports halls of our 
new Sports Centre, and is focussed on the 
performance squad players. 

• �In Cloister Time, performance squads are 
given the opportunity to train a minimum 
of four times per week, and alongside this, 
a wide range of recreational sessions are 
offered, encouraging participation and 
enjoyment of the sport across the wider 
school community. We field at least three 
to four teams across every age group and 
pupils regularly compete in national and 
regional competitions, including National 
Cup events as well as Junior and Senior 
House singles and doubles tournaments. 

Pupils benefit from regular sessions led 
by external Level 3 performance coaches, 
who bring specialist knowledge and 
experience to support player development 
at the highest level.

WATER POLO
• �Train 2 x week with pupils across year 

groups and in every term. Inter-school 
matches

WINCHESTER FOOTBALL
• �Our own Game which is played 

throughout Common Time on multiple 
days throughout the week. There are 
House matches across the age groups, and 
the showpiece event is XVs which brings 
the whole school community together on 
the Saturday before February Leave out 
(half term). 

• �The shortened version of the game, VIs, 
becomes the focus post Leave out and 
this is when the best boys’ and girls’ teams 
compete against each other.

YOGA
• �Usually held once a week, the class is open 

to all year groups.
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The school’s theatre, Queen Elizabeth 
II (QEII), has a very busy schedule. Each 
year we have a major production (play or 
musical, with a cast ranging from first year 
to top year), several house plays as well 
as other types of productions (year group 
plays, plays in foreign languages,  
revue plays). 

Pupils are encouraged to get involved in 
all areas of the theatre, as actors, directors, 
producers, makeup artists, lighting/sound/
set designers, stage managers, and front-of-
house greeters. 

We believe that drama is an ideal vehicle 
for the development of self-expression, for 
the exploration of topical issues, and for the 
cultivation of new and lasting friendships; 
we strive for inclusion in all areas. 

Each house will stage a house play 
approximately every three to four years. 
These are directed by senior pupils and they 
are an excellent opportunity for those new 
to drama to get involved, but we encourage 
them to audition for whole-school  
shows too. 

In their first year at the school, every first-
year pupil will be involved in the Junior 
Drama Festival, an inter-house competition 
consisting of eleven 15-minute plays devised 

by JP and directed by VIBk2. We invite two 
external theatre practitioners to judge. 

School plays are of a very high standard, 
and many pupils look back fondly on a 
school play as one of the most rewarding 
things they took part in during their time 
with us. Recent productions have included 
The Tempest, Treasure Island, Macbeth, A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream, The Merchant 
of Venice, Death of a Salesman, and The 
Importance of Being Earnest. Recent 
musicals have included My Fair Lady  
and Oliver. 

Drama is not currently offered as a 
curricular subject, but weekly Drama 
Society sessions, play rehearsals, workshops 
and theatre visits provide opportunities for 
pupils to develop their skills. Many pupils 
enjoy being involved in technical theatre 
and design: Technical Theatre Club and 
Make-up Society meet weekly and are 
both well attended. Those wanting one-
to-one tuition in acting, devising or public 
speaking are encouraged to take LAMDA 
classes with one of our visiting teachers. 
These lessons incur an additional charge, 
as do the examinations, which take place 
around November, February and May. 

In the Art Department we offer Art and 
Design - Fine Art, at GCSE and A-level. We 
also teach a rich curriculum throughout JP. 

Along with Painting, Sculpture and 
Printmaking, we have facilities for 
Ceramics, Photography, Textiles, Drawing, 
Digital Art and Filmmaking. We also have 
our own subject-specific library. 

Art School is open for use in free time on 
Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons. During these periods pupils 
can work on their coursework or their 
own personal projects. We encourage 
budding artists to try different techniques 
and materials. If we do not have a material 
or tool, we can often order it in. We are 
currently setting up a new loom,  
for example. 

There are many opportunities to get 
involved. We run various societies 
throughout the year and have visiting 
artist workshops, which pupils can sign up 
for. Regular societies include Pottery Soc, 
Print Soc, Photography Soc and the studios 
are often used by Warhammer Soc for 
modelmaking. Recent weekend workshops 
have included a Fashion repurposing and 
recycling event and the art of Japanese 
calligraphy, run by expert visitors. 

Highlights of the year include the Drew Jug 
House Art Competition, when Art School 
bursts with activity as all boarding houses 
compete for the sought-after silver trophy 
(Jug). The Drew Travel Scholarship is open 
for all 4th years to apply for a travel grant. 
This competitive process leads to a cultural 
visit and artist research, concluding in a 
prestigious exhibition. Travel Scholars do 
not have to be studying A-level to apply for 
this. The 60 Second Film Festival also runs 
annually, showcasing pupils’ short movies 
on Wykeham Day. 

Eligibility: Open to all year 
groups unless otherwise stated.

Open to all year groups unless 
otherwise stated.

IV. 
DRAMA

V. 
ART

Contact: Mr Kevin Fondain Contact: Mr Paul Lewthwaite, Head of Art
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Mill is a vibrant hub of creativity, 
innovation and practical problem-solving at 
the heart of Design & Technology. Through 
the curriculum, pupils develop skills in 
design, engineering, manufacture and 
digital technologies, combining traditional 
workshop practice with modern computer-
based design and manufacturing methods. 
Pupils encounter DT at various stages 
of their education, with opportunities 
to pursue design up to GCSE.  Pupils 
undertaking the EPQ at A Level may also 
choose to develop and manufacture an 
artefact as part of their project, making full 
use of the department’s facilities. 

Beyond the classroom, Mill is open to 
pupils of all ages throughout the week and 
at weekends, regardless of whether they 
formally study the subject. Supported by 
experienced staff, pupils are encouraged 
to pursue personal projects and explore 
interests ranging from graphical design and 
product development to electronics and 
engineering. The workshop is exceptionally 
well-equipped, offering both traditional 
hand tools and modern machinery, helping 
pupils gain confidence through practical 
making and experimentation. 

There are also several co-curricular 
opportunities available. The pupil-led 
IDEAS Society (Innovation, Design, 
Engineering & Applied Sciences) meets 
weekly to undertake collaborative design-
and-make projects and explore emerging 
technologies. Pupils may also prepare for 
the prestigious Arkwright Engineering 
Scholarship, with applications made in 
Vth Book and awards presented in VI 
Book 2. In addition, the annual Ingenuity 
Challenge provides an exciting inter-house 
engineering competition, where pupils 
apply creativity, teamwork and engineering 
principles to solve a practical design 
challenge. 

Vth Book as an academic subject  
all years for co-curricular. 

VI. 
DESIGN TECHNOLOGY

Contact: Mr Callum Barnes, Head of DT

“�THE DETAILS 
ARE NOT 
THE DETAILS. 
THEY MAKE 
THE DESIGN.”

    Charles Eames:
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WEEKLY ACTIVITIES 
• �Mountain biking - Every Tuesday and open 

to all year groups and all abilities welcome. 
The school has a fleet of mountain bikes 
and all the equipment needed, sessions are 
offsite which involves cross country riding, 
bike parks and in the winter months we 
ride at Calshot velodrome to give the trails 
a rest when the weather is poor. 

• �Climbing - We offer two climbing sessions 
a week, open to all year groups and all 
abilities welcome. Climbing sessions are 
a mixture of training focused and social, 
we have house competitions, home and 
away fixtures with other schools and also 
attend the annual National Climbing 
Championships for schools. We do get 
the opportunity to go offsite and do some 
bouldering; amongst all this we also 
offer an outdoor day on real rock during 
Cloister for those seeking adventure!

• �Scuba diving - To be introduced from 
January 2027, we will be giving pupils the 
chance to work towards the PADI diving 
certification where pupils can dive in open 
water, and the chance to attend a diving 
trip in the future offerings for  
Adventure Education. 

Eligibility: All year groups

WEDNESDAY’S
• �Mountain biking - As part of the Middle 

Part program pupils will have the chance 
to have two consecutive sessions of the 
mountain bikes to gain confidence and 
improve their skills. 

• �Pool Kayaking - Pupils in the Middle 
Part program will develop confidence 
and watercraft is the pool kayaks with 
capsizing and rescue scenarios. 

• �Climbing - Pupils will be set challenges 
and problem-solving tasks on the climbing 
wall by our staff and top year pupils who 
help deliver the session as part of their AT 
commitment and leadership skills. 

• �Campcraft - A chance for pupils to learn 
campcraft skills in a forest school setting, 
lighting fires, cooking and building 
shelters are just some of the activities they 
get involved in. 

• �Archery - A introduction to archery 
involves learning how to set up a safe and 
effective shooting range, as well as the 
chance to shoot arrows and have internal 
competitions amongst their peers. 

Eligibility: MP

DEPARTMENT TRIPS
Each year the Adventure Education 
department offers a department trip which 
involved an adventurous expedition. 
Previously we have accomplished 

Canoeing the Great Glen Way in Scotland, 
a full descent of the River Spey and also 
mountain bike trips to the Lake District and 
Isle of Wight. In July 2026 we are offering 
pupils the chance for a mountaineering 
trip to Sweden’s highest peak, Mount 
Kebnekaise which involves mountaineering, 
an overnight train and a helicopter ride.

Eligibility: All year groups

DUKE OF  
EDINBURGH AWARD:
Pupils in Vth Book have the opportunity 
to enrol onto the Silver DofE award at the 
start of term, details will be sent to pupils 
in the first week of Short Half. Pupils will 
undertake a training, practise and assessed 
expedition as part of the award which is a 
compulsory element and this takes place in 
the Brecon Beacons during the Easter break. 

VI Book 2 also have the opportunity to 
enrol onto the Gold DofE award, this can be 
as a direct entrant without the requirement 
needing to have Silver. The practise 
expedition is in the Brecon Beacons and 
the assessed takes the pupils to the Lake 
District at the beginning of the summer 
holidays. Both awards provide pupils with 
independence, leadership, campcraft skills 
and a chance of adventure with their friends 
in challenging environments.  

Eligibility: VBK, VI Book

Adventurous Education provides pupils with the opportunity to learn new skills, 
gain confidence and push themselves beyond their comfort zone through a range 
of outward-bound activities. These are accessible to our pupils in a variety of ways 
throughout their time at Winchester College.

Eligibility: MP / all year groups / VBK, VI Book

VII. 
ADVENTUROUS EDUCATION

Contact: Mr Driscoll, Head of Adventurous Education
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Leadership and service are at the core 
of a Wykehamical education. Our 
Founder, William of Wykeham intended 
all those who had benefited from their 
time at the school to repay their debt by 
serving their peers and nation. 644 years 
on, Winchester’s Community Service 
programme continues to nurture our 
pupils’ character and virtue by embracing 
the many varied activities on offer. Our 
pupils are encouraged to pursue their 
particular interests and strengths in an 
activity where they can broaden their life 
skills and build their career aspirations. 
Senior Wykehamists engage in challenging 
and rewarding roles, whether serving meals 
to patients at the Royal Hampshire County 
Hospital or supporting actors with learning 
difficulties at Blue Apple. The programme 
is supported by 40 external organisations, 
and our senior pupils contribute a collective 
annual commitment of 40,000 hours of 
community work.

At the end of the GCSE year, Wykehamists 
are committed throughout Sixth Book to 
one of the 50 activities on offer. Some of 
our senior pupils nurture their musical 
talents by performing in CS Jazz or the 

CS Entertainers, giving concerts in local 
primary schools or in nursing homes, 
respectively. Others participate in habitat 
restoration as part of our Environmental 
Outreach, working alongside ecologists 
from the Hampshire and Isle of Wight 
Wildlife Trust or Butterfly Conservation at 
reserves or sites close to the College. We 
offer a comprehensive schools programme 
for both primary and secondary schools, 
including special schools where our pupils 
lead choral work, assist with numeracy or 
creative writing, or run Maths, Debating, 
Science or Chess activities at local schools. 
There is also a wealth of educational 
activities led by Wykehamists on site, 
including a comprehensive Maths Outreach 
programme for local pupils. Elsewhere, 
senior Wykehamists work front of house at 
the Winchester Museum, undertake online 
teaching for Syrian refugees or volunteer for 
the homeless at the Winchester Beacon.

Any pupil interested in charitable 
fundraising is welcome to join the school’s 
charities committee. The committee is 
led by sixth book pupils and runs a major 
fundraising event each term, raising tens 
of thousands of pounds each year. Past 
events include whole-school sponsored 
runs, 24hr music marathons and various 
interhouse challenges. Each event gives 
pupils a chance to gain experience of the 
planning, communication and teamwork 
needed to bring a project to completion. 
The committee also coordinates dress down 
days, charitable collections at concerts, 
plays and lectures and the design and sale 
of products at Wykeham day and Illumina. 
Many pupils support the committee 
throughout their time at the school, while 
other choose to invest heavily in one or two 
events as their other commitments allow.   

In addition to the whole-school initiatives 
overseen by the committee, other charitable 
and fundraising activities are sometimes 
arranged at the house level, such as house 
concerts and sponsored challenged in aid of 
particular charities.

Eligibility: VI Book Eligibility: All year groups

VIII. 
COMMUNITY SERVICE (SIXTH FORM)

IX. 
CHARITIES 

Contact: Mrs Clare Talks, Head of Community Service Contact: Mr Dominic Rowland
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Winchester has a long and distinguished 
tradition of military leadership, spanning 
from gap-year commissions to the role of 
Chief of the Defence Staff.

All pupils take part in the Combined  
Cadet Force (CCF) on Wednesday 
afternoons during Vth Book, with the 
option to continue throughout VI Book 
should they wish. Over time, cadets 
progress through a structured programme 
of training, and in their senior years take on 
responsibility for instructing and mentoring 
younger members.

The CCF aims to develop a broad range 
of skills and qualities through a military 
framework. These include basic lifesaving, 
communication, problem-solving, 
leadership, and physical fitness. Pupils 
are also introduced to target shooting 
during their time in the unit. Together, 
they support the school’s wider mission of 
nurturing well-rounded Wykehamists who 
are equipped to thrive beyond Winchester 
and contribute meaningfully to society. 

Cadets may choose to join the Army, Navy, 
RAF, or Royal Marines section. While each 
section delivers a shared core of skills, they 
do so through distinct approaches aligned 
with their respective service specialisms. 
All sections seek to challenge themselves 
in inter-school competitions, with each 
sub-unit aiming to enter its annual event, 
including the prestigious Pringle Trophy.

In addition, cadets have the opportunity to 
take part in field camps, weekend exercises, 
expeditions, adventurous training, and the 
annual Field Gun Race held on  
Wykeham Day.

Eligibility: Vth Book, VI Book 

X. 
COMBINED CADET FORCE

Contact: Mr Dariusz Szwajkowski
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AERONAUTICAL SOCIETY 
The Society meets on Friday afternoon 
at 3pm or 5pm (see SOCS) in Physics Lab 
P8, and is for anyone who is interested in 
all things aeronautical. Pupils present on 
aeronautical topics that interest them. It is 
a great opportunity to research aspects of 
flight and also to gain experience of giving 
a presentation. Recent excellent talks have 
included drones, hydrogen powered flight 
and the Starship. If you have a topic that 
you would like to tell us about then come 
along. Open to all ages. 

Contact: Mr Eric Billington 

AFRO-CARIBBEAN SOCIETY
The Afro-Caribbean Society is a long-
standing community dedicated to 
celebrating and sharing the rich cultures 
of Africa and the Caribbean. This year, we 
will be offering opportunities to experience 
famous African dishes such as fufu and 
as well as hosting influential African and 
African-American speakers, including 
sportsmen, entrepreneurs, and leaders. 

Contact: Mr Christian Schofield

ASTRONOMY SOCIETY  
Astro Soc is the school’s astronomy and 
astrophysics society. We meet every 
Monday after Preces whatever the weather. 
When the sky is clear, we bring out Mr 
Douglas’ telescope and go stargazing on 
Lavender Meads. Typical sights include 
planets, nebulae and binary stars... but 
occasionally we get something more special 
like an eclipse or a comet. Of course, we 
also get familiar with the major stars and 
constellations in the night sky. If it’s cloudy 
then we usually watch a documentary 
or have a mini-seminar on astrophysics 
from JJLD or listen to a talk one of us has 
prepared – we even sometimes have a 
quiz! You don’t have to come every week: 
occasional stargazers are just as welcome as 
hardcore space enthusiasts. 

Contact: Mr Jeremy Douglas

Eligibility: Open to all year groups unless otherwise stated.

XI. 
SOCIETIES 

BELL RINGING SOCIETY – 
Bell ringing at Winchester College offers 
a unique opportunity to ring our six bells. 
Pupils are first taught to ring with an 
instructor, before being allowed to ring 
alone. After initial training, members can 
go on to learn more complex (and highly 
rewarding) patterns of ringing. We practice 
twice each week on Tuesdays and Fridays. 

Contact: Mr Jakub Bojdol

BIOLOGY JOURNAL CLUB 
We examine advanced Molecular 
Biology and Biochemistry topics, with 
lectures by Dr G and senior pupils. As 
you acquire more knowledge, you will 
have opportunities to research advanced 
material from undergraduate textbooks and 
research articles and prepare and deliver 
presentations. We will also hope to run a 
titration practical with sixth form students 
from other schools. Sessions are really fun, 
and invaluable for university preparation. 
Come along to C3 after 9th hour on a 
Monday to find out more!

Contact: Dr Andrew Guerriero

BRIDGE CLUB 
Join us for Bridge club on Friday afternoon 
in A7 from 4pm. Whether you are not sure 
of your tricks from your trumps, or you are 
a Roman Keycard Blackwood expert, you 
are most welcome to come along, learn a 
bit more about Bridge and play a few hands. 
Do get in touch too if you are interested 
in playing Bridge at a competitive level, it 
would be good to start working towards 
having a school team. In case, we look 
forward to seeing you on Friday afternoons.

Contact: Dr Thomas Prince
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CALEDONIAN SOCIETY 
(CAL:SOC)  
The Caledonian Society does its best to 
bring Scotland to the South. Many of 
you may already be familiar with Scottish 
Reeling, a form of sociable and entertaining 
dancing. Reeling is a great way to meet new 
people, whether you’re a boy or a girl and 
certainly a great ice breaker - there is no 
doubt that Reeling is far greater, and more 
importantly far less awkward, than any 
equivalent disco. 

 The Reels are also quite simple so you 
can quickly get the hang of it, especially 
with the help of the expert guidance and 
tuition we will be providing. This is a great 
opportunity to learn a skill that no doubt 
will aid you in the future. Indeed, many 
learn at Uni but wish they had learnt earlier. 

We are a VIBk only society that meets for 
weekly practices on Friday evenings after 
Preces, as well as organising Black Tie 
Reeling Socials with other schools’ Cal:Socs 
as the culmination of all our practice. We 
hope to see you at the next practice! 

Eligibility: VIBook 
Contact: Mrs Lucia Quinault

CARSOC 
Car Society encourages anyone with an 
interest in cars or motorsport to talk to 
others and get involved in activities. We are 
planning to enter a team in to F1 in Schools 
with the help of IDEAS soc. We will have 
weekly meetings to watch and discuss any 
motorsport that is relevant that week. We 
don’t focus entirely on Formula one but 
instead highlight unique motorsports that 

don’t get enough attention e.g. RallyCross 
and Tractor pulling.  In the past few 
years we have hosted talks with famous 
motorsport figures. In previous years we 
have had Ross Brawn and Freddie Hunt 
speak to us.

If you enjoy all machines that go fast or 
sound loud then Car Soc is for you.

Contact: Mr Jonathan Taylor

CATALYST: SOC - THE 
CHANGE PROJECT 
Do you want to take on the biggest 
challenges facing our world today? The 
CATALYST Change Project gives you the 
chance to identify a problem you care about 
and design bold, creative solutions using a 
proven problem-solving framework. Over 
the term you’ll work through the stages 
that real innovators use, from defining 
the problem to testing solutions, and then 
present your ideas at a live exhibition with 
prizes awarded for the most impressive 
projects.

Past projects have tackled issues such as 
sustainable alternatives to paper, access 
to menstrual health products, clean water 
through duckweed, drones to combat 
plastic waste, and AI learning units for 
conflict zones. Whether you see yourself as 
an entrepreneur, a policy-maker, a scientist, 
or simply a thoughtful problem-solver, 
this is your chance to think big, act with 
purpose, and make change happen. 

Contact: Mr Justin Pinnells

CHESS CLUB 
The Chess Society welcomes Wykehamists 
of all ages. We accommodate people of 
all standards, whether you are a complete 
beginner or a more experienced player. 

Meetings are held on a weekly basis, with 
regular opportunities to participate in 
tournaments and team matches throughout 
the year, as well as improvement 
workshops.

Contact: Dr David Follows

CHRISTIAN UNION SOCIETY  
The Christian Union exists for Christians 
(of any denomination) and for non-
Christians. For the Christian it is an 
opportunity to meet with others, to be 
encouraged in their faith, and to delve 
deeper into the Bible. For non-Christians, 
it’s an opportunity to explore, ask questions 
and learn more. Come for friendship, 
fellowship and plenty of cake!

Each term we go through a book of the 
Bible, or explore a particular theme which 
occurs. Every week a don, OW, or guest 
speaker leads the discussion, helping us 
to better understand the chosen passage. 
We meet every Tuesday evening at 6:15pm 
(straight after supper) in the Brewery Well 
of the Library for some games, a look at the 
Bible and cake. All very welcome! 

Contact: Mr James McKinnel 

CLASSICS SOC, CIRCULUS 
LATINUS, FONTES  
Are you passionate about the ancient 
world? Do you enjoy discussing classical 
literature, history or art? Classics Society 
provides valuable academic opportunities 
with pupil-led talks, external lectures (some 
from world-leading experts!), trips and 
reading groups. We meet on Tuesdays at 
18:30 in A2.

Similar classical societies include Circulus 
Latinus, the spoken Latin society, and 
Fontes, the Classics journal. Fluency in 
Latin is not required for the former, so don’t 
be scared! Meeting times TBC.

Contact: Dr Oliver Marjot
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COMPUTER SCIENCE 
SOCIETY 
The Computer Science Society explores 
the world of computing, from algorithms 
to AI, and software to Silicon Valley. Each 
week features a talk, discussion or debate 
aimed at deepening understanding of how 
technologies work and affect the world 
around us. Whether you’re an experienced 
programmer or just curious about how 
digital innovations work, we welcome 
people of all skill levels and year groups.

Led by our student experts, presentations 
and discussions are often followed by 
hands-on replication activities that 
bring the complex concepts to life. We 
also provide a platform for members to 
showcase their own tech projects, get 
feedback, and pitch to an audience of fellow 
enthusiasts. Moreover, opportunities to 
get involved through outreach and other 
projects are upcoming and available - past 
highlights include running a Primary 
Schools CompSci Day.

Doughnuts are available all weeks, since 
good code runs on good snacks.

We meet every Tuesday from 4:15 to 5:00 
pm in Computer Science 1 (Mr Mapstone’s 
Classroom), open to all year groups.

Contact: Mr Peter Mapstone

CROQUET SOCIETY 
Croquet is a challenging sport of strategy 
and skill, requiring tactical ability and 
judgment rather than strength or  
fast reflexes.

Croquet is played during Cloister Time 
in the warden’s garden and the lawns are 
generally available for practice at any time. 
There are also regular matches against 
other schools providing great opportunities 
for socialising with both boys and girls 
whilst also competing and enjoying the 
game itself.

No experience is necessary, and all 
equipment is provided. It is easy to get 
started and with expert coaching from Dr 
Follows you will rapidly improve so come 
along and give it a go. 

Contact: Dr David Follows

DEBATING SOCIETY 
The Debating Society (DebSoc) is the 
oldest boy-run society at Winchester, 
founded in 1866. Weekly debates in British 
Parliamentary style are held internally 
during term time, with topics ranging from 
passenger profiling to cancel culture to 
the decriminalisation of marijuana. Every 
year we enter several prestigious public 
competitions, including those hosted 
by the Oxford and Cambridge Unions. 
We also offer periodic coaching sessions 
with professional coaches, and plenty 
of opportunities for the more youthful 
members of our Society, including an inter-
house competition and friendlies against 
other schools. 

Contact: Mr Angus Robinson, Dr Nikhil 
Krishnan

DRAMA SOC 
Drama Soc is for people who are interested 
in acting and the theatre. We do all things 
related to Drama in weekly sessions ranging 
from readings, workshops, drama games, 
sneak peeks at upcoming productions, 
and lots more. We also support Drama at 
WinColl in whatever way we can.  

Contact: Mr Kevin Fondain

ENGINEERS FORUM 
The Society meets on Tuesday afternoon 
at 5pm in Physics Lab P8. It is for anyone 
who is interested in all things to do 
with engineering. Engineers create the 
world that we live in; they plan, design, 
develop, build and maintain our lived-in 
environment. If you have a topic that you 
would like to tell us about then get in touch. 
Previous talks have included jet engines, 
air-powered cars and fruit-picking AI 
robots. The Forum is open to all ages, and 
is essential for anyone thinking they might 
study Engineering at university. 

Contact: Mr Eric Billington

GAITSKELL SOCIETY
The Gaitskell Society is the politics 
society of Winchester College, named 
after Hugh Gaitskell OW, a former leader 
of the Labour Party. The society brings 
distinguished speakers to Winchester; 
recently invitations have been issued to 
Sir Jeremy Hunt, the former Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, and to the Romanian 
Ambassador to the UK. We hope that 
former prime minister Rishi Sunak OW 
will accept an invitation in the near future. 
We also intend to begin weekly discussions 
with members of the society about current 
affairs, aiming to bring about a constructive 
environment in which domestic politics 
can be debated, or in which members can 
give talks about policies of their choice. We 
also organise dinners with our speakers, 
giving members the chance to chat to the 
guests in a more informal setting – a very 
special opportunity! The Gaitskell Society 
will bring you together with other pupils 
who enjoy politics, along with dons with 
experience in the world of politics, giving 
you the chance to develop your opinions 
and better understand the world around 
them. 

Contact: Dr James
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GAME SOCIETY 
Game Soc invites pupils to come and play 
board games every Sunday evening. We 
play all sorts of games but the common 
thread through all of them is that they 
are multiplayer (not just head-to-head), 
strategic and usually highly thematic. We 
like to play games that immerse the players 
in their story. No experience with such 
games is needed but please bring along 
enthusiasm and a willingness to learn some 
rules that are a little more complex than 
those for Risk, Monopoly, Chess or Cluedo.

Contact: Dr Luke Ronaldson 

GERMAN SOCIETY  
Our objective is to involve as many people 
as possible regardless of your level. Some 
sessions will be challenging for those 
without a basic knowledge of the German 
language (e.g. German play reading) and 
other sessions will be open to anyone who 
is interested in the German culture, history, 
or anything else related to Germany and its 
language (e.g. lectures and film nights).

Contact: Mrs Mandy Ramsbottom

GO SOCIETY 
GoSoc is your friendly society for 
everything Go/Baduk/Weiqi related. We 
run a weekly beginner-friendly session, 
including lessons and game reviews. For 
more experienced players, you’ll have 
opportunities to mentor and play games 
against our more experienced players. Go 
is the oldest continuously played game in 
the world and has some 40m players. It 
was initially created in China, created in 
China, whence it spread through Asia. More 
recently it has gained traction in the west, 
especially as online resources become more 
available. Go is played by 2 (or 4, in pairs) 

players and is incredibly simple and elegant 
to play (and has no randomness, like chess), 
as it has only 3 rules! Despite this, AI has 
only within the last few years managed to 
beat the best human Go players and this 
has brought a whole new way of playing to 
the game. If you’re interested in learning 
and playing a beautiful and deep game 
(commitment free), please come to GoSoc 
on Fridays 16:00-17:30, FA7. 

Contact: Dr David Follows

GREENSTEM SOCIETY 
Interested in how science, technology 
and engineering can help tackle today’s 
environmental challenges? In GreenSTEM 
society, we explore the intersection of 
STEM and sustainability through debates, 
discussions, and projects/competitions 
such as the Earth Prize. We also contribute 
to the school’s student-led environmental 
journal, TheGreenCloister, giving members 
the chance to write and publish articles 
about local sustainability or just broader 
environmental journalism. 

Contact: Mr Matthew King

HARDY/MATHS SOCIETY 
The Hardy Society is the school’s Mathmā 
society, named for the O.W. Mathematician 
G. H. Hardy. The society hosts two or 
three evening lectures a term which are 
interesting and suitable for all year groups 
(1st lecture 14 October). 

In addition, the school has a Junior Mathmā 
Club (Tuesday,1700-1745, E2), a Senior 
Mathmā Club (Thursday, 1700-1800, E2) 
and STEP Soc (Wednesday, 1830-1930). 
The first two focus on preparing for 
mathematical competitions while STEP Soc 
focuses on Cambridge entrance papers. 

Contact: Mr Dominic Rowland

HISPANIC SOCIETY 
Do you want to discover more about the 
Spanish-speaking world? The Hispanic 
Society is a lively group of pupils who love 
exploring Hispanic culture and everyone 
is welcome to join! We meet once a week 
to chat about current trends in Hispanic 
society, the arts, multiculturalism, and daily 
life across Spanish-speaking countries. Each 
term we go on trips to exhibitions, theatre 
performances, or restaurants where we get 
to try authentic Spanish food. We also run 
film nights, followed by discussions and 
debates. On top of that, we support pupils 
who want to enter translation competitions 
such as the Anthea Bell Prize or the Stephen 
Spender Prize. Got an idea for an activity 
or event? You are welcome to lead it! 
The society is all about trying new things 
together.

Contact: Ms Sara Moreno and  
Ms Belén López

HISTORY SOCIETY
The History Society organises one or two 
lectures every term, which are usually 
presented by a speaker from outside the 
School. The topics of the lectures are 
varied and always stimulating, and if you 
plan to take History GCSE or A level we 
strongly recommend that you attend. 
Talks are advertised on posters around the 
School, in Short Roll and on the website. 
The society produces a termly magazine, 
the Winchester History Journal, which is 
written and edited by students. This year 
the society will also hold weekly meetings 
where students and dons will give talks on 
a variety of topics, and hold debates and 
seminars on areas of interest to members of 

the society. If you have any suggestions for 
a lecture or know anyone who might like to 
give one, we would love to hear about it. 

Contact: Dr Nicholas Townson

IDEAS SOCIETY 
(INNOVATION DESIGN 
ENGINEERING AND APPLIED 
SCIENCES)
IDEAS Soc focuses on the practical side 
of Engineering. Unlike other societies, 
our agenda extends beyond PowerPoint 
presentations; we bring your engineering 
ideas into the physical world. Our past 
projects include medium and high-power 
rockets; a 1.6m Trebuchet; a Tesla turbine 
model; RC planes; and a human-sized 
geodesic dome. IDEAS Soc meets for 2 
hours in Mill every week. We welcome 
Wykehamists of all ages and capabilities, 
but we expect regular attendance from 
our members as the projects require a 
continuous effort. Trips to STEM-related 
sites are frequently organised: recent trips 
include Morgan Motor Company, MINI 
factory, Amazon Fulfilment Centre and 
the Bristol Aerospace Museum. Here at 
IDEAS Soc, we aim to make each project 
interesting and engaging for everyone. 
All of our projects are based on your 
suggestions. Anything you can think of, we 
endeavour to achieve.

Contact: Mr Callum Barnes
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ITALIAN SOCIETY 
The Italian Society at Win Coll tries to 
make up for the lack of representation of 
one of the most beautiful cultures in the 
world. Arguably the greatest ever writer, 
Dante Alighieri, one of the most powerful 
empires in the world, the world’s tastiest 
cuisine, revolutionary artists like Leonardo 
Da Vinci, Michelangelo, and many others, 
movie classics like La Vita è bella, La Dolce 
Vita, what do they all have in common? 
You guessed it, they all come from Italy. 
And that is exactly what we try to cover in 
our sessions. If you want to take a break 
from everything, and engulf yourself in a 
completely different world, through cinema, 
through books, through food, through the 
socials with St Swithun’s that we organise, 
then Italian Soc is for you. No knowledge of 
Italian is required. 

Contact: Dr Nicholas Townson

JAPAN SOCIETY
Japan Soc aims to deliver Japanese culture 
to the rest of Winchester College through 
explaining ANIME, FOOD and native 
TRADITION. There will be regular 
discussions on ANIME with JAPANESE 
SNACKS provided like HAICHU. Japan 
being closed off for such a long time it has 
accumulated many unique ideologies like 
SAMURAI, NINJA and Sakura. Consistent 
attendance is not required; everyone 
welcome! 

Contact: Dr Mark Romans

JP READING GROUP  
We will gather on Tuesday afternoons to 
dive into literary texts together – reading 
aloud poems, plays, short stories and essays, 

and tussling with them in our discussion. 
Bring your enthusiasm, curiosity and 
reading recommendations. Come along and 
see, whether you reckon you want to be a 
rocket-scientist, critic, hedge-fund manager 
or poet.

Contact: Dr Nikhil Krishnan

JUNIOR CLASSICS SOCIETY 
Calling all JP and MP enthusiasts of the 
Ancient World! If you have an interest 
in the weird, the wonderful and the 
extraordinary, then look no further than 
Junior Classics Society (JCS). This younger 
sibling to Winchester College’s popular 
Classics Society allows pupils in Junior 
Part and Middle Part to explore the world 
beyond the ancient languages in a fun 
and engaging setting. With insights into 
the history, literature, culture, art and 
archaeology of the ancient world over 
four sessions each term, you will discover 
the great societies which formed our very 
own! Winchester College boasts one of the 
finest Classics departments in the country 
and as such, JCS explores the ancient 
world through a series of interactive and 
engaging events drawing together various 
aspects of ancient Roman and Greek life. 
Whether that be through Classical Quiz 
nights, Museum and Collection tours, 
ancient food festivals, classical cinema, or 
pupil-led showcases, the Junior Classics 
Society is suitable for anyone at any stage of 
their classical journey. This is your chance 
to meet like-minded people with similar 
interests, so if you like what you hear, do 
sign up and come along! We can’t wait to 
see you there. 

Contact: Mr Binath Philomin

KENNETH CLARK SOCIETY 
The Kenneth Clark Society is a society 
devoted to solely to art and architecture. 
This society will stretch your intellectually 
while also making you a better 
conversationalist! From time to time we 
go on trips whether that be the National 
Gallery or to see a country house. There is 
something for everyone, whether you want 
to expand your knowledge or just want to 
get out of Winchester, who knows? You 
might even discover a passion you didn’t 
know you had. All are welcome, any age 
group. 

Contact: Mr Adam Rattray

LAW SOCIETY 
The Law Society is aimed primarily at 
pupils in V and VI Book considering a career 
in law, and others in these year groups with 
an interest in the law. 

Contact: Dr Nikhil Krishnan

LINGUISTICS SOCIETY
Ba ange! (or ba anhe! if you happen to be 
taller than 5’9…) Welcome to LingSoc, an 
almost entirely pupil-run society where 
pupils from all year groups explore and 
discuss languages beyond what you learn 
in the classroom, from pupil presentations 
on slang and phonology to creating 
our own conlang. LingSoc is incredibly 
fun and rewarding not only for those 
who love learning languages, but also 
those interested in anything from social 
sciences and human biology to classics and 
literature.

Contact: Mr Kevin Fondain

MAKE-UP SOCIETY
At Make-up Soc, we help out with all 
theatrical productions at Winchester by 
making up the cast, ranging from giving 
them facial hair, fake bruises and wounds, 
to transforming boys into girls and vice 
versa. We meet once a week on Thursday 
4 o’clock in the green room of QE2. During 
sessions we often practise make-up for the 
upcoming plays, or experiment with new 
techniques. 

Contact: Mme Lombardo
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MED SOC 
For anyone interested in a career in 
Medicine. Largely aimed at VI2 but anyone 
from any year can join.  We meet weekly on 
Fridays to discuss medical matters, applying 
for medical school and have many speakers 
and practical sessions. Pupils largely run 
the society themselves and present to the 
group on a huge range of health related 
and scientific topics. We are connected 
to the erudite Old Wykehamists Medical 
society which has many world renowned 
distinguished doctors and surgeons 
amongst it’s number. They help us out 
greatly with mock interviews and speakers.

Contact: Mr Matthew King

MILL 
The Design Centre is open 5 days a week for 
free time activity and organised sessions. 
Pupils are able to make use of our well-
equipped workshop and computer suite 
to enhance their knowledge and expertise 
through their own personal projects. The 
workshop contains both traditional and 
modern machinery whilst an appreciation 
for hand tools and their associated skills still 
resides. The department is available to all 
pupils in free time regardless as to whether 
they are studying for a design qualification 
or not. Mill is manned by expert staff 
who are able to assist with all manner of 
projects, from graphical design to structural 
engineering. Pupils are able to drop-in 
and drop-out to fit in around their other 
commitments.  

Contact: Mr Callum Barnes                                                                                    

MODEL UN SOCIETY 
Model United Nations is an exciting 
student-led simulation of the real United 
Nations. Each person represents a different 
country and defends its interests as well 
as puts forward its point of view in open 
forum. It is an unparalleled opportunity for 
engagement with key international issues, 
covering everything from military threats 
to environmental dangers. Model United 
Nations provides a chance to explore the 
political, economic and cultural realities 
of the international community. For 
those who enjoy debating and discussing 
international politics, this may very well be 
the society for you. We regularly take part in 
inter-school conferences hosted by schools 
around the country, a great opportunity 
to meet and work with like-minded pupils 
from a wide range of other schools.   

Contact: Mr Dylan Hunter

NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY  
The natural history society meets every 
Tuesday afternoon for an expedition, either 
within the school grounds or beyond. 
Every second Tuesday we take a minibus 
to a local nature reserve or wildlife park. 
In the past, we have visited reserves such 
as Keyhaven Marshes and the New Forest 
to see certain animals, such as rutting 
deer or over-wintering birds. The other 
sessions we spend in the school setting 
up camera traps, building nest boxes, or 
running our moth trap. We take advantage 
of the school’s variety of habitats, such as 
St Catherine’s Hill, the river Itchen, and the 
water meadows to learn more about our 
local wildlife. In recent years we have also 
been on summer trips to Namibia, Scotland 
and Cornwall. 

Contact: Mr Edmund Donovan, Ms Powell

NEUROSOC 
For those who are interested in 
neuroscience, psychology, and medicine, 
NeuroSoc welcomes members of all 
levels. We host bi-weekly meetings where 
we will delve into case studies, conduct 
experiments, and deliver presentations. 
These topics range from neurophysiology to 
cell signaling in CNS diseases. Last term, we 
had a consultant neurosurgeon lecture on 
microvascular decompression in trigeminal 
neuralgia. We also hosted a brain dissection 
which allowed our members to familiarize 
themselves with neuroanatomy. 

Contact: Mr Robert Moore

PHOTOGRAPHY SOCIETY
The Society meets on Thursday afternoons, 
4.30pm-5.30pm in Art School Conference 
Room. It is for anyone who is interested 
in learning photography skills with a full 
specification camera, rather than just their 
mobile phone. Sessions will cover technical 
camera skills and compositional techniques 
as well as strategies for taking many types of 
photographs including landscape, wildlife, 
portrait, sport, macro, architecture, etc. We 
will also explore photo editing techniques, 
critique the work of photographers and 
hold themed photography competitions. 
PhotoSoc holds occasional Thursday 
afternoon trips to practise the techniques 
we are learning away from College. Ideally, 
members will have their own camera 
and lenses, but some loan equipment is 
available. Open to all ages. 

Contact: Mr Alexander Forsyth

PSYCHOLOGY SOCIETY
PsychSoc explores the vast questions behind 
how our brains work; cognitive limits, 
why we behave as we do, the neuroscience 
behind it, and much more. We mostly 
investigate using practical experimental 
sessions every week or two after tea, open 
for all year groups to participate, and it’s a 
great way to learn a topic so useful in the 
real-world – for example, understanding 
how memory works can help efficiency 
of revision. Otherwise, sessions are still 
made to be fun for people who are just 
curious about their minds, and are great 
experiences for aspiring psychologists, 
psychiatrists, etc.

Contact: Mr Robert Moore

PYTHON CLUB 
Python Club focuses on problem solving 
and algorithm design. We often solve 
problems from the British Informatics 
Olympiad. You are welcome to attend even 
if you have no knowledge of Python – there 
is an introductory course for beginners. 

Contact: Mr Jakub Bojdol
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QUELLE  
We are the school’s student-run satirical 
paper. Throughout the year, we publish 
two editions a term (or at least we try to. 
Honest.) where we highlight the events 
of the term, and we ask the important 
questions of our day like: “Which don 
is most likely to skive morning hills?” or 
“Which don would have the most sargents?”

Despite being mainly run by the fourth 
year, anyone in the school can get involved. 
We have many opportunities for you to 
show off your article-writing skills, whether 
you’re interested in interviewing dons or 
simply writing satirical articles.

Contact: Dr Paul Davies

ROLE SOC 
I know what you are thinking. “Oh no, I 
don’t want to join this society. I’m not a 
nerd.” But let us be honest for a second. Do 
you have any other opportunities in your 
life to pretend to be someone completely 
different? To try out new things in a non-
judgmental and inclusive space? Roleplaying 
games have countless benefits: increase 
in creativity, honing of social skills, better 
problem-solving abilities. There is no better 
experience than collaboratively telling a 
story with a group of friends. So, whether 
you have never played a role-playing game 
before and are simply curious, or you are a 
hardened forever DM, there is a space for 
you. Join the party! 

Contact: Mr Kevin Fondain

SAILING 
We are the only place to sail in the school. 
Training is mainly team-racing in double-
handed Firefly dinghies: if you are a fleet 
racer, then come and experience this 
incredibly exciting form of sailing. We 
participate in a whole host of team-racing 
events both regional and national. We won 
a Schools’ national competition in 2017 
and several regional events since then, 
including the BSDRA Westerns in 2025, 
along with second place in the BSDRA 
Southerns. Once a year, we go to Itchenor 
Schools’ Week, which is the biggest fleet-
racing regatta at this level. There is also the 
opportunity to come to events held by Old 
Wykehamists and sail their yachts. Training 
is on Tuesdays and some Saturdays during 
the Autumn and Summer Terms, with 
matches and events on Thursdays and 
Saturdays.

Contact: Dr Jamie Barron

SCIENCE SOC 
From cardiology to computing, Science 
Society runs events from a whole range of 
scientific disciplines. In addition to hosting 
lectures and dinners, we also arrange 
outreach science events and workshops 
with our partner schools, providing a 
platform for networking and collaboration 
for future endeavours. In Short Half 
2025, Science Society will host a talk on 
Immunology. We also look forward to the 
Science Symposium in November, where 
our top years will be presenting their 
research associated with EPQ and other 
personal and collaborative projects. 

Contact: Dr Andrew French

STEP
Perhaps the most effective way to deepen 
Mathematical understanding, and improve 
problem solving dexterity, is by sharing 
ideas about challenging problems in a 
collaborative and stimulating environment. 
Harnessing the depth of talent and passion 
for Mathematics found across the college, 
STEP Soc offers students – with a particular 
emphasis on those working toward 
competitive university entrance exams – 
the opportunity to work closely with like-
minded peers to cultivate their skills across 
the subject. 

Contact: Dr Thomas Prince

TABLE TENNIS SOCIETY
We welcome people of different levels, 
whether you are a complete beginner or 
an intermediate/advanced player. We 
are looking for people willing to improve 
and learn the game and there will be a 
tournament played on Wykeham day. 
It runs for JP and MP only on Monday 
afternoons, with an open session on 
Fridays, and sessions are in the Sports 
Centre Hall.

Contact: Dr James Hodgins, Dr James Thorne

TRANSPORT SOCIETY 
Transport Society is the student home of, 
well... transport! Past, present, future; land, 
sea and air: we’ve got absolutely everything! 
Our fun-filled sessions feature Kahoots, 
FREE food and plenty of stimulating 
discussions! They’re also suggestion-based, 
so there will always be something for you.

Contact: Dr Nicholas Townson

WARHAMMER SOCIETY 
Do you like fantasy? Or maybe Sci-fi? Games 
of strategy, complex rules and fun? Then 
please join us at Warhammer Society. We 
convene every Thursday from 3:30 – 18:00 
and would love to have you. Warhammer is 
a complex model-based board game, with 
two powerful armies fighting for control 
of an area. But it is not only fighting we do 
here. In Warhammer Society you can build 
and paint your own armies, make stories 
and backgrounds for your battles and learn 
the lore of the world of Warhammer. From 
gold clad warriors forged from lightning 
to genetically altered alien fighting super 
soldiers, the Warhammer universe is always 
expanding, and you should join it as it does.

Contact: Dr Andrew Savory


