
Notions





Notions are distinctive words and customs unique  
to Winchester College pupils and our community. 

This unusual language has developed over many 
centuries, reaching its peak in the nineteenth century.

While notions have naturally evolved, with new words 
replacing others that have fallen out of use, some of 
the oldest words still spoken at Winchester preserve 
direct links to Anglo-Saxon England.

This book is a guide to some of the most common 
words still in regular use today, and including a few 
older and less familiar terms.

Winchester pupils are very proud of their notions, yet 
few can claim to know them all. With a little study of 
what follows, you may find yourself better-versed than 
many already in the school!

A SHORT 
HISTORY OF 
NOTIONS



In general, a word ending in ā  
should rhyme with ‘car’: for example, 
athlā is pronounced ‘athlar’.

Words ending in ae should be 
pronounced ‘ee’: for example,  
Prae is pronounced ‘Pree’.

Where particular care is needed in 
pronunciation, the word is marked 
with an asterisk (*). 

PRONUNCIATION



Year groups
Junior Part	 Also: JP, 1st Year, Year 9		

Middle Part	 Also: MP, 2nd Year, Year 10 	

V Book	 Also: VBk, 3rd Year, Year 11        

VI Book 2	 Also: VIBk2, VI:2, 4th Year, Year 12

VI Book 1	 Also: VIBk1, VI:1, 5th Year, Year 13

EVERYDAY NOTIONS

School Terms (Halves)
half: a school term, of which there were originally only two in a year.  
Short Half ran (as it still does) from September to December and Long Half  
from February to July. A lengthy Easter break had already naturally divided Long  

Half before it was formally split into Common Time and Cloister Time in 1867.  

Short Half	 the term that runs from September to December; Autumn term

Common Time	 the term that runs from January to March; Spring term

Cloister Time	 the term that runs from April to June/July; Summer term

Alphabetical
aeg	� abbreviation of ‘aeger’, used when off games owing  

to illness

*athlā	 abbreviation of athletics

*Aulae Prae	� the senior prefect among pupils of College, joint head of 

the school

*Aut Disce board	 �traditionally pronounced ‘ought dissy’. One of the boards, 

along with Tabula Legum, that hangs in School

bookie	� a study period during school hours; also *bookschā  

or books chambers

bogle	� bicycle. Derived from ‘bogwheel’, a common English 

slang word for a bicycle (Cambridge early 20th century)

Collegeman	 an academic scholar

commoner	 anyone who is not in College

Commoners	� the block of Houses D, E, G, H, K and L, who play 

Winchester Football together against O.T.H. and College

*Co Prae	 a school prefect not in College

cropple	 a minor punishment e.g. Sargent’s

*detenā or detnā	 a detention

Disce	� means ‘learn’ in Latin. It is the study-skills programme 

integrated into the PSHE curriculum

Div	� a mandatory subject central to the Winchester College 

curriculum

div	 a class studying Div

*Dōmum               	� the school song. Six verses long, of which two are 

regularly sung at the last night of Cloister Time during 

which Leavers enjoy Dōmum Dinner

don	 a teacher

ekker	� extra-curricular activity, typically exercise. Cultural  

ekker includes music, drama and art



ex trumps	� unprepared. To go on ex trumps is to speak without 

preparation, off the cuff. There are several possible 

explanations: either a corruption of the expression ‘ex 

tempore’; or reflecting the word trump, as in to trump 

up a story, meaning to devise or fabricate.

fo	 lavatory (short for the Latin, ‘foricas’)

gallery	 dormitory

Grubbing Hall	 the dining room in commoner houses

half	 a term 

half rem	 half day in which no lessons occur, i.e. Tues, Thurs, Sat.

Hall	� in houses, sometimes describes Mugging Hall as 

distinct from the other Hall or Grubbing Hall. In 

College, College Hall

hand up	 hand in (work for marking)

Head Man	 Headmaster, Informator

Hochstapler  	 playing field known as Hock

hour	� a teaching period in the timetable e.g. I have History in 

5th hour

Housedon	 a Housemaster; also Ho Do

*Illuminā	� a ceremony with bonfire and candles on Meads that 

marks the end of Short Half

imp                         	� abbreviation of ‘impotens’, meaning off games owing  

to injury  

Leave-out 	 half-term	

Lords	� the cricket 1st XI, also the main cricket pitch used by 

the 1st XI

*Mathmā	 Mathematics

*Michlā	 St Michael’s Church

mug	 to study

mugging	 studying

Mugging Hall	� the area in a Commoner house where Junior Part and 

Middle Part have their toys

Leave-out

half-term



namers	 roll-call

*non-licet	 not permitted (pronounced ‘non lie sit’)

No Bo	 notice board

notion	 any word or custom peculiar to Wykehamists

O.T.H.	� Old Tutors Houses, A, B, C, F, I and M, i.e. those not 

in Commoners, who play Winchester College Football 

together against Commoners and College.

outers	 toytime in Sciences or Mathmā

pitch up	 parents or close relations 

pot	� a cup awarded for a competition. e.g. Ellis Pot,  

Chawker Pot, Bobber Pot

*preces	� a short evening-prayers service, held in each house and 

in College (pronounced ‘pree sees’)

protégé	 a new pupil guided by their tégé

quirister	� boy chorister in Chapel Choir. Taught at  

The Pilgrims’ School

Reading Hour	� an hour on Saturday evenings, reserved for reading an 

approved book

Sargent’s	� attendance at the Porters’ Lodge early in the morning 

as a disciplinary measure (not to be confused with 

Sergeant’s, the Boarding House)

Second Man	 the Second Master. Also 2M, Hostiarius

*Sen Co Prae	� the senior school prefect among the Commoners, joint 

head of the School

shirk 	 to be absent from, without leave

Short Roll	� a booklet published annually containing the names and 

houses of everyone in the school and other information

slab	 the board that forms the writing desk in a toys

spree	 presumptuous; bumptious; cheeky

steeplechā	� cross country tolling competition (see toll).  Now just 

Sen, Jun, Jun Jun

suction	 sweets



task	 essay or similar written work

tasktime	 an individual tutorial session

tégé	� an MP pupil charged with guiding a protégé  

(pronounced ‘TJ’)

toll	 run, esp. cross country, hence: tolling

tother	� a Wykehamist’s prep school, hence totherdon for 

Headmaster of one’s prep school or totherite, a prep  

school pupil

toys	 �a cubicle in one of the College Chambers or commoner 

Mugging Halls

	� (not to be confused with Toye’s, the house). The singular is always toys. Originally a 

tall narrow combined cupboard and writing-bureau beside each Collegeman’s bed. 

When Chambers became work rooms and beds moved upstairs, the cubicles became 

known as toys in their turn.  Each cubicle had fixed cupboards and a slab. Similar 

cubicles were installed in New Commoners and adopted in the Mugging Halls of 

commoner houses. Three possible derivations of the word are that it comes from: 

the Greek word τεύχεα for equipment; the French word toise (a measure of six feet); 

or from the French taie, meaning box, with a Wykehamical change of vowel to toye.

toytime	 evening period for homework

uppers	 a form of football played on Ball Court or in yard

up to books	 in lessons

up to house	 in one’s boarding house

up town	 in the city of Winchester

Win Co Fo 	� Winchester College Football (also Winkies; Our Game). 

Played in Common Time. See separate listing of Winchester 

College Football terms

yard	 the playground adjacent to each Commoner House

Yearlings	 JP, when they play in school sports teams

Yearlings

JP, when they play in school 
sports teams

 



A Few Places
Bethesda	� between Musā and Art School. Once College Sick 

House. Currently dons’ Common Room

7th Chamber Passage	� or 7th Chā Pā. The passage between Chamber Court 

and School Court

Double Hedges	 Garnier Road

Half Milers	 Five Bridges Road

Humby and Goddard	� the two bollards in Michlā Passage. Before 

refurbishment in 2023, they were known as  

Adam and Eve

Mill	� the school’s Design and Technology centre. Named 

after the College mill in which it was first housed

Monty Fiasco	 the terrace outside the Headmaster’s office

*Musā 	� built to commemorate the 500th anniversary of the 

school. Short for Museum

School	� the late 17th-century building in which the whole 

school was once taught

Non-licet Gate	� the large gate leading out of Meads to New Hall and 

College Walk

Ridding Gate	� the wrought iron gate on Meads Path between Meads 

and New Field

Playing Fields
BD 	 Bull’s Drove 

D 	 Doggers

G1, 2 & 3 	 Gater Field 

H  	� Hock (see opposite) 

Known as Lavender 

Meads for cricket 

during Cloister Time 

Log  	 Logie 

L1 	 Lords 1

L2 	 Lords 2

M 	 Meads

P1, 2 & 3	 Palmer Field

Hochstapler.  
Also known as Hock. 
It was once the name of the cricket 

pitch on Lavender Meads, but the 

name is now only used during the 

football seasons. The horse that pulled 

the mowing machine on Meads and 

New Field in the early 20th century 

was nicknamed Hochstapler and had 

a stable at the end of the trees dividing 

New Field from Lavender Meads. The 

stable took the horse’s name, as did 

the cricket pitch nearby. The horse’s 

nickname came from Hochstapler, 

a famous German thoroughbred 

racehorse at the end of the 19th century.



Winchester College Football
behind	� a formal kick from worms, presenting the attacking side 

with a chance of a conversion	

behind your side	 offside

bust	 punt

canvas	 a. the pitch on which the game is played

	 b. the netting along each side of the pitch

	 �c. the top-team squads that practice together for College, 

Commoners and OTH

dribble	 illegal second kick of the ball by the same player

Fifteens	 XVs. The 15-a-side match between Commoners and OTH

flyer	 an unrestricted kick at a rolling ball

handiwork	 illegal use of the hands

hot 	 scrum

hotwatch	 equivalent of a scrum half

kick	 equivalent of a full back

oily frommer	� a gentle kick out from a behind, intended to  

prevent a conversion

on dress	 on the reserve list for a team

O.P.	 equivalent of a hooker

own side	 a kick that must not go above shoulder height

plant	 blocking an opponent’s kick

post	 a. one of nine posts supporting ropes

	 b. the distance between a pair of posts

ropes	 a. thick rope stretched along each side of canvas

	 b. the area between ropes and canvas

Sixes	� played between houses or between College, Commoners 

and OTH.  Girls play OTH v Commoner Sixes for Ali Pot.

Tag	� illegal kicking of the ball when it was last touched by a 

team member

Tens	� Xs played between houses or between College, 

Commoners and OTH

Worms	 goal line

Hot

Scrum 
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Notion House Name Abbreviation Pupil notion

College College Coll Collegemen

Furley’s Chernocke House A Furleyites

Toye’s Moberly’s B Toyeites

Cook’s Du Boulay’s C Cookites

Kenny’s Fearon’s D Kennyites

Freddie’s Morshead’s E Freddieites

Chawker’s Hawkins’ F Chawkerites

Phil’s Sergeant’s G Philites

Trant’s Bramston’s H Trantites

Hopper’s Turner’s I Hopperites

Beloe’s Kingsgate House K Beloeites

To be confirmed  
upon opening in 
September 2026

St Cross  
(Sixth Form - Girls) 

L To be confirmed  
upon opening in 
September 2026

To be confirmed  
upon opening in 
September 2027

St Catherine’s  
(Sixth Form - Girls)

M To be confirmed  
upon opening in 
September 2027

L

M

Boarding Houses
Colour





This book is illustrated by Alexandre Boutot who is in Cook’s  

in MP. He sketches these images up to house during toytime.  

This was one of his ekker projects for Winchester College. 




