Wolvesey
Castle

TIMES

Guided Tours
Monday – Saturday: 10.15, 11.30, 14.15, and 15.30
Sunday: 14.15 and 15.30
No tours at 15.30 Dec. - Jan.

Porters’
Lodge

Winchester College Treasury
Daily: 14.00 – 16.00
Closed between Christmas and New Year.
Please check the website for additional tours and changes
to Treasury opening times.

TICKETS

Guided Tours
Adults £9, Concessions £7.
No charge for children under 11.
Tickets available directly from the Tour Guide, at the
Porters’ Lodge. Groups of 10 or more should pre-book
on 01962 621209 or email visitus@wincoll.ac.uk
Entry to the Treasury is free.
A range of guidebooks and publications about the
history, architecture and collections of Winchester
College are available to purchase.
An interactive guide, and children’s trail, are available.
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HISTORY

TREASURY MUSEUM

Winchester College is a boys’ boarding school
of approximately 700 pupils.

Treasury houses the school’s outstanding
collections of art and archaeology.

Founded in 1382, it has the longest continuous history
of any English school and still occupies its original
medieval buildings.

Artefacts from Egypt, Greece and Rome, casts of the
Parthenon Frieze, and Chinese ceramics from the
Tang to Qing dynasties are displayed across four
galleries in the medieval Warden’s Stables.

The school’s founder, William of Wykeham, was
Bishop of Winchester and Chancellor of England.
Over the course of his career, Wykeham amassed
huge personal wealth. Some of this he used to
establish two education foundations: New College,
Oxford and Winchester College.

Many of the objects relate to the history of the school.
The magnificent Election Cup has presided over the
examination of new Scholars every year since 1555. A
fine collection of Greek vases, decorated with scenes
from mythology and everyday Athenian life, was
bought in the late 19th century to help teach pupils
about the ancient world.

Wykeham’s intention was to provide the best possible
education to young men who would go on to serve
society. His school in Winchester soon became the
most admired in England and many of its alumni held
important offices in church and state.
Winchester survived the upheavals of Reformation
and Civil War relatively unscathed. In the 19th and
20th centuries the number of pupils increased and
the school underwent many modernising reforms.
Today Winchester retains many elements of its
medieval origins and remains true to the aims of its
founder.

There is a varied programme of temporary
exhibitions, which often include books and
manuscripts from the school’s archives and historic
library.

GUIDED TOURS

One-hour tours of Winchester
College, led by experienced
guides, concentrate on the
school’s historic buildings and
include:
• Chamber Court – the medieval
heart of the school.
• Chapel – the 14th-century
Gothic Chapel.
• College Hall – where the Scholars still
eat their meals.
• Cloisters.
• The 17th-century redbrick
schoolroom.

