SPORTS AWARDS
INFORMATION FOR CANDIDATES

GENERAL GUIDANCE
1. Sports Awards (Scholarships or Exhibitions) are available for entry at 13+.
2. Consistent with the school's commitment to the proper use of its charitable funds, sports awards
carry no prima facie remission of school fees. However, in case of financial need, eligible parents may
apply for means-tested financial support with the payment of school fees in the form of bursaries.
Please see page 6 of this document for further details.
3. Parents of candidates for Sports Awards should also read the information regarding admission to the
school on the school website. In brief, applications for entry at 13+ are made to boarding houses
before the end of Year 5 (9+ to 10+), and interested parents are strongly advised to register before
this date. However, candidates for Sports Awards will be considered even if they have not registered
and do not have a place in a House. All places at Winchester College are offered subject to a
satisfactory showing in the Entrance Examination or Scholarship Examination (Election). This includes
those boys offered a Sports Award.
4. Notable ability in either of the major sports of football and/or cricket is highly desirable, although
talent in other sports such as but not exclusive to those listed below will also be considered.
Golf
Cross Country

Tennis
Squash

Hockey
Fencing

Athletics
Martial Arts

Please note that rugby is not played at Winchester College
If parents are unsure whether their son’s sporting profile would make him a worthwhile candidate
for a Sports Award at Winchester College please contact the Head of Sport (gem@wincoll.ac.uk) to
discuss. The school reserves the right to reject an application without assessment, based on
information supplied by parents and teachers
5. In making awards we look at a candidate’s sporting potential and commitment as much as at his
achievement. However, successful candidates should be of county, academy or regional standard in
their preferred sport(s). In deciding whether to make a sports award we will consider:
-

the talent of the candidate in his preferred sport(s)
the demand for talent in a candidate’s preferred sport(s)
the ability of the candidate to contribute to the sports programme at the school.

If on consideration of the above it is felt that a candidate does not quite meet the criteria to be a
Sports Scholar but deserves recognition for his sporting talent then a Sports Exhibition may be
awarded.
6. Candidates for 13+ entry must be under fourteen years of age on 31 August following the assessment.
They will need to be at Winchester College for a sport assessment which will be held in January of
the year of admission. The dates of the assessment will be published on the school website. Unless
they are taking Election (the academic scholarship examination) in May, candidates must take the
Entrance examination at their own schools the term before coming to Winchester.

7. The successful candidates will normally enter the school in the September of the year in which the
examinations take place, though 13+ awards are open to boys already in the school providing that
they are under fourteen on 1 September. It is not possible to reapply in order to enhance the
value/status of an award already given. The Headmaster reserves the right to allocate holders of
Sports Awards to any boarding house in the school, but will of course take parental preference into
account.
8. Successful candidates, on entering the school, will be given the opportunity to pursue sport to such
an extent as the Headmaster (in consultation with the Head of Sport) may think desirable, and they
will be expected to play a full and positive part in the sporting life of the school. The continuation of
awards is subject to satisfactory progress and commitment. Parents and successful applicants will
be required to sign an agreement which commits Sports Award holders to fulfilling their obligations.
9. Forms of entry may be obtained from the Registrar’s office (details) and should be returned,
accompanied by a photocopy of the candidate’s birth certificate, by the closing date given on the
school website.

THE ASSESSMENT
The assessment process is designed to give an all-round view of the sporting ability of the candidate, and in
order that they can give their best, we try to make them as relaxed as possible.
The Assessment Day will be split into three parts and will seek to assess the physical, technical, tactical and
mental abilities of the candidates:
-

-

a general sport assessment
a sport specific assessment based on the candidates preferred sport(s)
Most candidates will undergo only one sport specific assessment. If, however, they feel that they
genuinely have two sports of equal or near-equal potential we will do our best to enable
assessments in both.
an interview with a member or members of the Sports Department

PROCEDURE FOR ACCEPTING SPORT AWARDS
Offers will be sent out within a week of the Assessment Day. Parent(s) will need to accept, in writing, any
offer within three days of it being made.

CONDITIONS OF SPORTS AWARDS
In addition to the general terms and conditions applicable to all pupils set out in the Parent Contract, all
Sports Award holders are required to:
•

•
•
•
•
•

involve themselves fully in the sporting life of the school, prioritising their sporting commitments
ahead of other extra-curricular activities. Award holders should represent the school in at least three
sports in both JP and MP (the first two years) and at least two sports during VBk and VIBk (the final
three years).
set an example to others through their positive intent, commitment and demeanour both on and off
the sports field. Award holders will be expected to promote the highest level of sportsmanship
amongst their peers and fellow Wykehamists, upholding the standards of fair play and respect.
apply the life-skills and attributes learnt as a Sports Scholar to maximise their potential both on and
off the sports field.
use their experience and knowledge to support and encourage others.
set and achieve the agreed physical, technical, tactical and mental targets.
understand that their award will be subject to annual review.

The school will provide all award holders with:
• specialist coaching sessions, paid for by the college, focusing on the award holder and his core
sport(s)
• a regularly assessed strength and conditioning programme.
• a selection of lectures, workshops and presentations based on various aspects of sport (e.g. nutrition,
sports injury, rehabilitation, sports psychology etc).
• a tutor from the Sports Department to help an award holder achieve his sporting goals while
maintaining a sensible and sustainable routine in the school.
• permission to attend external county level (or equivalent) training sessions, with the provisio that
these do not have a detrimental effect upon his academic studies or overall contribution to the sports
programme.
• bursarial support in line with current school policy. Sports Awards do not themselves result in any
fee remission.

BURSARIES
Bursaries are available on entry to the school and can be for up to 100% of the fees. The full boarding fee
for the year can be found on the school website. Fees are payable in advance of each term.
Parents/guardians of Sports Award holders who will need bursary assistance with fees must submit a Bursary
Application Form at the same time as the Sports Award Entry Form, the closing date for which can be found
on the school website. The school will adhere strictly to this closing date.
The Bursar will notifying parents/guardians of the value of any award in good time. Where practicable, the
school will endeavor to notify parents of the level of the award, if any, at the same time as the results of
their assessment. This enables parents to make an informed decision in full possession of all the facts.
More information and guidance about bursaries can be found on the School’s website at:
http://www.winchestercollege.org/bursaries.
Details of the Bursary Scheme and application forms can be obtained from:
Mrs W A Neville
Tel: 01962 621271
Email: bursaries@wincoll.ac.uk
The Bursar, Mr Steven Little, maintains contact with a wide range of Educational Trusts, from which
additional funding is occasionally available, and can offer advice about these on request. Please contact Mrs
Neville as above to enquire.
Giles Munn
Head of Sport
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