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Name:
School:

Entrance Examination
History
May 2018
Total time allowed: 1 hour 15 minutes
You may have 10 minutes to study the source documents before the examination starts.
Answer ALL questions in Section A and ONE question from Section B.
Total marks for Section A: 25. Total marks for Section B: 20.

Please start Section B on a fresh sheet of paper.

2

Section A
Sources
The sources in this section are not directly related to each other. You are not
expected to know their context.
There are some words here that you will not know or understand. This is fine. The
purpose of this exercise is to give you an idea of some of the challenges that
historians face when analyzing primary written evidence.
You are advised to read aloud – to use your ears rather tnan just your eyes. Pay
special attention to the definitions provided. The question/s follow the source.
Answer them all.
A.

Anonymous, 1640. Source: Brotherton Collection, Leeds University Library, MS Lt
q.50, fo. 3v
1. In what ways is this poem a satire (the use of humour, irony, exaggeration, or
ridicule to expose and criticize) on the proceedings of the Long Parliament? (5
marks)
The Long Parliament was an English parliament that lasted from 1640 until 1660. It
followed the fiasco of the Short Parliament, which sat for three weeks during the
spring of 1640, and which in its turn had followed an eleven-year parliamentary
absence when Charles I had ruled without one.
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Puritans: members of a group of English Protestants of the late 16th and 17th
centuries who regarded the Reformation of the Church under Elizabeth I as
incomplete and sought to simplify and regulate forms of worship.
Brownists: English Dissenters or early Separatists from the Church of England. They
were named after Robert Browne, who was born in the 1550s.
Papists: Roman Catholics
Madam Purbecke: Frances Coke, Viscountess Purbeck (1601-1645), was the sister-inlaw of George Villiers, 1st Duke of Buckingham, and the central figure in a notorious
sex scandal within the aristocracy.

4

B.

Lady Harley to her son, Edward Harley, 14 February 1642.
2. Lady Brilliana was the third wife of the distinguished politician, Sir Robert
Harley. The family supported parliament against King Charles I during the
English Civil War. Describe in your own words the situation Lady Brilliana
faced at the time of writing this letter. (5 marks)
3. What does her usage (the way she wrote) tell you about spelling in the middle
of the seventeenth century? Does it surprise you? Explain your answer. (5
marks)

They: the Royalists in the area
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C.

John Milton, Areopagitica (1644)
4. What did Milton think about censorship and freedom of speech? (5 marks)
5. What evidence is there here of Milton’s classical education? (5 marks)

Quick: living
Discous: written or spoken communication or debate
Propitious: favourable
Stay’d men: established men
Prelats: a bishop or other high ecclesiastical dignitary
Wicklef: John Wycliffe – a fourteenth century English Church reformer.
Luther and Calvin: Martin Luther was a German professor of theology, priest, and
monk, and a seminal figure in the Protestant Reformation. He came to reject several
teachings and practices of the Roman Catholic Church. John Calvin was a French
theologian, pastor and reformer in Geneva during the Protestant Reformation.
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Obdurat: stubbornly refusing to change one's opinion or course of action.
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Section B
Answer one question. Use examples from your own knowledge to support your
answer. Wherever possible, anchor your arguments in your knowledge of the past.
All questions are worth 20 marks.
1. How might an historian use literature to develop our understanding of the
past?
2. What is the difference between a coup d’etat and a revolution? Explain with
reference to at least two examples you have studied.

3. How might historical feature films be useful for people studying history?
What drawbacks might they have?
4. ‘Before the twentieth century, medicine was generally powerless to prevent or
to cure.’ Do you agree with this statement?

5. Choose one person from history whose career might be considered a failure.
Explain why you think they were a failure.
6. ‘Wars are usually caused by people making mistakes.’ Explain with reference
to two wars you have studied.

7. If the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom asked you for one piece of
advice based on your study of history, what would it be? Explain your
answer carefully.
8. Should historians study the history of their own country? What are the
dangers with this?

END OF PAPER.

